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LORD CJLIVE                            CHAP.

and being tlius relieved from anxiety for his exposed
flank, he occupied a bank nearer the lines and kept up
a steady fire on the gun-teams of the enemy. In vain
the gunners tried to bring their guns into action;
the draught oxen and drivers fell rapidly, and presently
Olive, seeing that the decisive moment had come,
ordered a general advance. After a brief struggle the
lines were carried and Plassey was won.
Plassey was not a great battle, but few victories
have been followed by more far-reaching or more per-
manent results. It opened that extraordinary career
of conquest which has established the Empire of Eng-
land in the East, and has made a small island in the
western seas the greatest Mahomedan power in the
world. The loss of the victors was but seventy men,
that of the vanquished between five and six hundred.
The rout was complete, and the pursuit was continued
to Daudpore, where the British force halted for the night.
Next morning Olive was visited by Meer Jaffier, who,
doubtful of his reception, started when the guards turned
out in his honour. He was only reassured when Olive
saluted him as Subadar of the three provinces, and urged
him to push on to Moorshedabad, and save it from
plunder. The same day Olive marched to Boptah, and
on the 25th halted at Mandipore, within six miles of
the capital.
The crisis of the battle of Plassey was the death of
Meer Mudan. When he fell Surajah Dowlah sent for
Meer Jaffier, and, casting his turban at his feet, implored
Mm to defend the throne. He might have spared him-
self the humiliation, for the traitor rode off, with lying
promises on his lips, to send a messenger, who never